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Division 51: Culture and the Arts, $123 467 000 � 

Ms L.L. Baker, Chairman. 

Mr J.H.D. Day, Minister for Culture and the Arts. 

Ms A. Lucas, Director General. 

Ms J.A. Allen, Deputy Director General. 

Mr T. Loiacono, Chief Financial Officer. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: I call the member for Perth. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: On page 663 of the Budget Statements, under the heading �3% Efficiency Dividend� the 
precise savings for the next four years are itemised under �Review Opening Hours Across the Portfolio�. Can the 
minister detail the exact hours, days and times on which the currently open arts bodies will be closing?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: A decision has been made that the Art Gallery of Western Australia will not open on 
Tuesdays, and it has plenty of good company�the Louvre in Paris, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York, the National Gallery of Victoria and many galleries around the world. It will allow the gallery to find 
financial savings because the contracted security people will not be employed on those days. It will enable the 
gallery staff to focus on their core activities.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Which other ones?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: In relation to other changes it is intended that the State Library of Western Australia will not 
open on public holidays. It opens on some public holidays at the moment, but it will generally be closed on 
public holidays. A decision has not been made on whether there will be changes to the opening hours for the 
Western Australian Museum.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: On page 633 a $174 000 saving this year is predicted. To come to a precise figure work must 
have been done on costings. Will the Western Australian Maritime Museum in Geraldton be closing on some 
days?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: That work is being done. Work was done to identify the three per cent that needed to be found 
as a result of the government policy. It was a policy that had bipartisan support. It was initiated by the Labor 
Party in the election campaign, if I recall correctly. I presume there is bipartisan support for this policy. The 
three per cent had to be identified in a global sense in the preparation of the budget. Detailed work is still being 
done on the Museum. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: If there is a forecast saving of $174 000, the minister must be able to say from which groups 
that will come.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: That is more than a target; it is the amount they need to find. There are ways in which that can 
be found. They are going through that work to determine how precisely they will find it for the Museum. A 
range of complex issues need to be considered. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Surely in coming up with the figure, the minister must be able to provide the information. Do 
we have to make an FOI application on the department�s records to find out which ones it is?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I have given the member the information on the State Library and the Art Gallery. I have 
provided as much information as I can on the Museum. Final decisions have not been made on how to find that 
money. There are ways in which that can be done. Opening hours are not the only one.  

Mr P.T. MILES: I refer to the fourth dot point on page 670 of the Budget Statements under �Asset Investment 
Program�, which refers to the urgent maintenance on the Art Gallery facade. Can the minister explain why the 
Art Gallery facade requires a major maintenance program and will there be disruption to the Art Gallery while 
works are carried out?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The problem with the exterior of the building is that it is not structurally safe in the longer 
term. The building was constructed in the late 1970s. A problem has developed with the ties used to tie the 
brickwork to the central concrete structure. Those ties are breaking down and, therefore, the facade needs to be 
replaced from a structural integrity and safety point of view. It provides an opportunity to change the external 
appearance of the Art Gallery quite substantially. Serious architectural work will be done to define exactly how 
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that will occur. There is a big opportunity to have a significant effect on not only the gallery, but also the cultural 
centre space. It fits in with our plans and desires to make better use of the Perth cultural centre. So there is an 
opportunity for work to be done on the gallery, which will have a major aesthetic effect.  

In answer to the question on whether there is likely to be an impact on visitors to the Art Gallery, it will be 
minimal. I am told that at this stage we do not know whether the gallery will need to be closed to the public for 
short periods while that work is undertaken. It will need to be considered in more detail. We would aim to keep 
any disruption to an absolute minimum. Given that it will be closed on Tuesdays, if anything needs to be done 
that impacts on the public I presume they will work around that particular day.  

[11.10 am] 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I refer to page 670 of the Budget Statements. Listed under �Works in Progress� is the item 
�Museum � Welcome Wall � Stage 3�. There are 33 days left in the financial year, and the budget papers 
indicate that stage 3 will be completed this financial year; I congratulate the minister on that. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I thank the member. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: So that I can clear my diary for an early July opening of stage 3, can the minister indicate when 
stage 3 will be completed, how much funding has been expended already, and how much has been already 
contributed by relatives? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I do not have information on how much has been contributed by relatives, but the Welcome 
Wall project has experienced issues to do with the costs of the further stages. If the member would like a little 
more information by way of background, information and costings were prepared by the Museum, to which this 
project was allocated by the previous government. That information was provided to the previous government, if 
I recall correctly, in March 2008, and that was where it stopped. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: No, cabinet signed off on it. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Nothing happened. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Has the minister started work on it in the eight months he has been in government? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Nothing happened; the information went to the then Premier�s office, as I recall, in about 
March 2008, and that was where it stopped. Nothing further happened. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The minister has been in government since September and he has not laid one brick of this 
project. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: When we came into government, I was provided with information that showed that there was a 
substantial cost increase for the delivery of the final stage of the project, and the proposed Welcome Wall project 
in Albany, which simply had not been addressed by the previous government. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The minister does not have a cent in the forward estimates for this project, so is he abolishing 
stage 3? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Given the difficult financial situation we now face�the world has changed substantially since 
September 2008, and we no longer have the same record surpluses that existed for the past two or three years of 
the previous government�s term � 

Mr J.N. HYDE: We built the first two walls for less than that cost. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The previous government was absolutely magnificent, I know! However, the reality is that this 
issue needed to be dealt with. There was a period of about six months before the last state election was held, 
premature though it was, during which the issue should have been addressed but was not. Since coming to office, 
I have been working with staff from my office and from the Department of Culture and the Arts to try to find a 
solution, given that costs for the actual construction are now quite a lot higher. I do not have the actual figures to 
hand, but the costs have blown out quite substantially. We have been able to come to an in-principle agreement 
by which land for the development will be contributed by the Fremantle Port Authority; that is still to be 
finalised. Funds have been allocated for the purchase of that land, and I think that there is in-principle agreement 
that those funds can now be used for the actual construction of the wall. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The minister has not laid a brick, has he? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Of course we have not laid a brick, because there have been all these issues to work through to 
get more money out of the state budget, given the enormous pressures on the Welcome Wall project that were 
not addressed by the previous government, if the member wants to be political about this, as he seems to. 
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Mr J.N. HYDE: Migrant families have been contributing their $40 for more than a year, and the minister is not 
telling them what has happened to their money. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: If the member had listened to what I just said, he would know that we are finally getting very 
close to finding a solution to a somewhat difficult problem that was left by the previous government. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: We left the money; all the minister had to do was start laying the bricks. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The short answer is that there was not sufficient money; it had clearly been put in the too-hard 
basket. I have been working with my office staff, DCA staff and Museum staff to work out a solution. It is close 
to happening, so the project will be able to be completed soon at Fremantle. It is hoped to be underway by 
August or September. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The minister indicated that he might be able to find information about the money contributions 
already made by migrant families. It is of genuine concern to me and other members that people are saying they 
are not getting a response when they phone the department. Can the minister supply supplementary information 
on the number of people who have registered and paid, and how much they have paid? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I can provide some of that information now. There have been 16 000 registrations already 
etched into the walls. I will try to provide the additional information by way of supplementary information. 

The CHAIRMAN: For the record, can we repeat and clarify the supplementary information being sought? 
Mr J.H.D. DAY: It will be the amount of money that has been paid and the number of people or families who 
have paid for the names of their families to be included on the further stage of the Welcome Wall at Fremantle. 
Mr J.N. HYDE: And also Albany. 
Mr J.H.D. DAY: Have people paid for Albany? 
Mr J.N. HYDE: Yes. 
[Supplementary Information No B18.] 
Mr F.A. ALBAN: I refer to page 664 of the budget papers and direct the minister to the second dot point under 
�Significant Issues Impacting the Agency�. Can the minister please detail his priorities for portfolio maintenance 
funding? 
Mr J.H.D. DAY: The issue of the maintenance of heritage buildings owned by the state is a major one. Many of 
those facilities are used by arts organisations or fall within the arts portfolio. Having sufficient funding to 
adequately maintain them is something of a challenge. In the past, an allocation has been made through the 
Department of Culture and the Arts budget for the maintenance of state-owned buildings, particularly the major 
facilities, including the library, the art gallery, the Museum and major theatres. We are pooling those funds so 
that we can allocate them to the highest priority needs. The highest priority at the moment is the maintenance 
and restoration of the facade of His Majesty�s Theatre. That is a project that will go out to tender soon. We do 
not yet know what the final cost will be; it will of course depend on the tender process, but it is an issue that has 
needed addressing for some time. By way of background, the information on the need for that restoration work 
to occur was provided to the previous government in 2006, and more recently in June 2008, but it unfortunately 
did not make the list of priorities of the previous government. I have discussed with departmental staff over the 
past six months or so how and when it can be achieved, and I am pleased to say that that work will now go 
ahead. I am pleased to say it is something that very much needs doing. It is a wonderful building of course. That 
will be the main priority over the next 12 months. There will be other smaller maintenance issues dealt with as 
necessary.  
[11.20 am] 
Mr J.N. HYDE: I refer to the third dot point on page 664. The government�s lack of storage space for archives 
and inability to �care for their archives to an archival standard� must mean that many agencies across 
government are not able to fully comply with the State Records Act. What is the total cost for the digital records 
initiative? Why has the minister not included anywhere the cost for the next four years? The minister�s own 
statement says � 

The lack of storage space � is creating a significant whole-of-government impact as agencies are 
unable to transfer archives; care for their archives to an archival standard; or provide access to these 
archives.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Agencies are required to hold on to records according to the State Records Act. That was put 
into effect in 2001. The agencies are holding on to the material and archiving it themselves essentially under the 
supervision of the State Records Office. The material is kept and accessed as appropriate, no doubt. It would be 
desirable to have a larger central facility to hold the material. Work is being done on putting together a business 
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case to try to achieve that. If the member is being critical of this government for not providing such a facility in 
the eight months or so that it has been in office, I would point out that the previous government had seven and a 
half years to address that issue.  
Mr J.N. HYDE: What is the exact cost? All the work has been done�so is it $70 million or $80 million?  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: I do not know that there is an exact cost at this stage. There needs to be more information.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: What is the minister�s estimate of the cost?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I do not have one because I do not know.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: We have got police records being stored outside toilets at Dumbleyung Police Station. That is 
not meeting the requirements of the State Records Act.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I think the requirements of the State Records Act are being pretty well met, in most cases at 
least.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: By storing papers in old toilets?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I would say that would be the exception. I have not been to the toilets at the back of 
Dumbleyung Police Station to check out what is in there! I will take the member�s word for it. I will ask the 
director general to add information on how it is being dealt with. We are certainly hoping to put together a 
business plan so we can make the case to get a central facility and maybe save costs that individual agencies are 
incurring.  

Ms A. Lucas: The State Records Office needs hard evidence about all of the different storage arrangements at 
the moment. That will be part of the business plan. A large part of that evidence is anecdotal and we need to be 
quite clear about that. The State Records Office provides guidelines and standards on record keeping plans, 
frameworks et cetera. It also assists government departments with their record keeping and provides 
opportunities to correct problems that they are having, as much as possible. That is what the State Records 
Office has been doing. It has spent quite a lot of time working with government agencies on these matters. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: The digital records initiative has been around for years. We have been paying salaries for 
research and work�surely it is proven already that by going to digital records the cost savings, in terms of 
storage, is going to be huge. The amount of $500 million is lost from the budget for the museum, why could the 
minister not find $70 million for the digital records initiative?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Believe it or not, $70 million is not readily available. As part of the budget process, a case has 
to be made. As members have probably observed, there is enormous competition for funds. I would love to see 
$70 million allocated for the State Records Office, if that is what the appropriate amount is; but life is not quite 
that easy, unfortunately. As I pointed out in the previous division, we are not in the luxurious position of having 
record and growing surpluses in excess of $2 billion or whatever. The world has changed substantially. It is an 
important area. The State Records Office does excellent work, I must say. It has some very good people there. It 
is something that we will keep progressing.  

Ms A. Lucas: The State Records Office is currently working on a digital archive pilot to ensure that we have a 
more integrated solution in the future, when we do get funding.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I appreciate the member�s advocacy for some of these areas.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: If the minister puts in a freedom of information request, he will find further evidence from a 
few years back, too.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: My question relates, in the first instance, to page 663��Major Policy Decisions�, �Other�. 
The demolition of the Francis Street museum is outlined. If we fast forward to page 670, under �New Works� it 
has �New Museum and Perth Cultural Centre�Planning�. Can the minister outline how these projects, as 
detailed in the budget papers, are going to promote better engagement with � 

The CHAIRMAN: Can the member clarify the reference point before he goes any further.  

Mr A.P. JACOB: Page 670, under �New Works�. Towards the bottom of the page it has �New Museum and 
Perth Cultural Centre�Planning�. Can the minister outline how these projects, as detailed in the budget papers, 
are going to promote better engagement with and revitalisation of the Perth Cultural Centre? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Albeit in challenging financial times, we have been able to ensure that there is $10 million in 
funding provided not only for maintenance and improvement of the art gallery facade, as listed on that page, but 
also there is $5 million to undertake serious planning for a new museum building on the existing site in Francis 
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Street. Although it is not obvious in the budget papers, there is $8 million provided for the demolition of the 
existing building in Francis Street on the museum site. That building contains asbestos material. That will also 
occur. The essential point about all of these allocations really is that it will enable the development of a plan and 
indeed, to some extent, facilities. Together with the work that is being done by the East Perth Redevelopment 
Authority�which has the planning responsibility for the cultural centre area�there will be work done to better 
use the cultural centre open space, as well as the facilities there. It is an area of great opportunity which is 
underutilised at the moment. Unfortunately, some pretty unsavoury behaviour occurs there late at night. We hope 
to get a lot more activity in the area. Federation Square in Melbourne is often given as an example of a very well 
used and active public space. If we could achieve something like that in the cultural centre, that would be a 
wonderful thing. That is exactly what we are moving towards. The funding that has been allocated in this budget 
will enable substantial progress to be made.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I refer to the proposed new museum and cultural centre. Does the minister have time frames 
in respect to the construction of the new museum and the redevelopment of the cultural centre? The minister 
stated that there is $8 million for the demolition of the Francis Street section�in what time frame is that 
expected to be undertaken? There is an amount allocated of $5 million for the planning. When is the plan for the 
new museum and cultural centre expected to be finalised? When is that business case to be submitted to 
Treasury?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: To answer the last part first, I would certainly expect that we would have some fairly active 
discussions in the lead-up to next year�s budget, I would hope; or at least have a lot more information. As I 
pointed out, we do not have the same financial capacity as existed a couple of years ago.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The minister has said that a few times!  

[11.30 am]  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: That is the reality; it has changed the world substantially. We do not have a specific time 
frame on the construction of the museum at this stage. The intention is to undertake more detailed planning to 
work out what is needed and to determine the likely cost of that, and then to make the case in the budget 
preparation process. I hope we would be in a good position to do that in the preparation for next year�s budget; if 
not, then in the year after. However, I hope we would have some pretty good information in the lead-up to next 
year. That does not guarantee an allocation, as there are plenty of other needs across government as well.  
Work is underway on the cultural centre itself at the moment. The East Perth Redevelopment Authority is 
organising master planning for the area, and the intention is to encourage further activities in the centre between 
now and the end of this year. The member for West Swan would be aware of the Perth markets, which have 
started operating in a small way, and we hope they can build up substantially. EPRA is also ensuring a wider 
input from the Department of Culture and the Arts, the Department for Planning and Infrastructure, the Western 
Australian Planning Commission and Treasury, as well as the City of Perth in relation to both the Northbridge 
Link project and the cultural centre. A planning steering group is convening its first meeting next week to ensure 
that wider input; so things are starting off now, albeit in a modest way. Now, at least, the funding is in place for 
some serious planning. We can get on with that and get more information on the likely cost of the sort of facility 
we desire on that site.  
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The other part of the question was how long the demolition of the Francis Street section of 
the Western Australian Museum is expected to take?  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: It is expected to be completed by 2011.  
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: When is it expected to start?  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: The allocation of funds, for some arcane reason which Treasury can best explain, is not shown 
in the capital works but elsewhere in the budget. It is shown under current expenditure as $8 million over three 
years. Mr Loiacono can provide the precise information. 
Mr T. Loiacono: The $8 million is allocated over three financial years and is shown in the current budget 
mainly because of an accounting treatment. The demolition of a site does not create an asset, and the asset 
investment program is about creating assets. That is why it is shown in the recurrent appropriation.  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: Can you give the allocation by year? 
Mr T. Loiacono: The allocation by year is 2009-10, $500 000; 2010-11, $4 million; and 2011-12, $3.5 million.  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: In other words, it should be able to be done within the two years or so.  
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I have an additional question. When there were two proposals regarding the location of the 
new museum, some studies were undertaken on a rebuilt cultural centre and a new museum at the power station. 
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A lot of preliminary work has been done on a new museum at the cultural centre, and this process was at a pretty 
advanced stage. Has that work been disregarded or has the minister been able to incorporate that work into this 
plan, and when is the plan expected to be completed?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It is not being disregarded and it will be considered as part of this process. Obviously, I was 
not part of this process; the member for West Swan may have been to some extent. I will ask the director general 
to add a bit more information. 

Ms A. Lucas: We will be going through the planning process and looking at all of the previous plans for the 
cultural centre museum site, which were worked up to get a figure for that business plan, but not in great detail 
as to how it would look. That is because when those two proposals were seen as the preferred sites, the previous 
government preferred the East Perth power station site, so more detailed business planning was done on that site. 
Therefore, a certain amount of preliminary work has occurred with the Perth Cultural Centre, but it is not as 
detailed as one would need it to be in terms of understanding spaces and all the rest.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I have one last point. I understand that the cost of those two projects was comparable when 
they were put forward to government�the new building on the East Perth power station site, and the Perth 
Cultural Centre site.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I gather that is debatable based on what was included in the overall scope of the projects. 
Obviously we will need a lot more information on the cost on the existing site. I understand that it is debatable 
whether they were really comparable or not.  

Ms A. Lucas: There were some additional costs to the East Perth power station site that were not necessarily 
folded into the cost for the museum per se because the site requires a great deal of remediation and other costs 
related to it. However, the cost of a new building was not the same as building and fitting out the old museum.  

Mr F.A. ALBAN: My question relates to page 670 under the �Asset Investment Program�. The first dot point 
refers to the State Theatre Centre of Western Australia. Is the state theatre centre on budget? When is it expected 
to be open to the public?  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: It is a very good development, of course, and I credit the previous government with making 
the decision to go ahead with that project, at least. It is on budget compared with the later allocation of funds. 
There is some debate about whether the cost blew out early in the project, although I recall that the scope of it 
was changed somewhat. It is expected that the building would be completed around March or April of next year 
and that the handover would occur then. Then there needs to be another 10 or 12 weeks of fitting out with all of 
the specialised equipment, which would take things up to June-July, and then there probably needs to be eight to 
10 weeks of so-called soft openings and trialling of the facilities and starting to use it in a preparatory way. 
Insofar as the centre being formally opened and major productions starting there, we would expect probably 
around October or so of next year.  
Mr J.N. HYDE: I refer to page 664 under �Service Summary� and �Venue Management Services�. I will give 
the minister credit here: the one venue that was built as an arts building by this government when it was last in 
government was the belltower�the original royalties for regions scheme! What is the total cost of the belltower 
expenses, including Department of Culture and the Arts pro rata salaries, services et cetera? What is the current 
year expected loss from the belltower and the forward year losses? Given the temporary Ferris wheel 
alongside�which I did suggest and it was pooh-poohed at the time�that is already making a profit, has the 
minister considered sticking a Ferris wheel on the belltower and making it into a windmill? The minister could 
facilitate arts multiskilling with bell ringers learning a bit of clog dancing! 
Mr J.H.D. DAY: I do recall the member for Perth promising in the budget debate last week to come up with 
some sort of plan for the belltower to stop it making a loss. Is that the member�s proposal?  
Mr J.N. HYDE: I am putting it out there, but I am looking for the minister�s vision.  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: I was interested to hear the member�s vision, because he did make that promise.  
The belltower does operate at a loss. It is a valid tourism facility, as well as a cultural facility. Members opposite 
would know as well as I do that the bells are historical, and they were gifted to the state in the days of a previous 
Labor government, so they needed to be housed somehow.  
Mr J.N. HYDE: We kept them in storage, cheaply!  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: They are an interesting and important cultural facility. The thing that I appreciate in the arts 
portfolio is the enormous diversity of performance, events and creativity.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Is it costing the government $1 000 a ring?  
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Mr J.H.D. DAY: The member should go down to the belltower and get his money�s worth. I am sure they 
would love to have him as a bell ringer! 

Mr J.N. HYDE: We can hear them from here, minister!  

[11.40 am] 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The net cost is about $300 000 a year. We hope that figure might be reduced by greater use of 
the outdoor entertaining area on the platform at the top, which is a pretty wonderful location.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It will be better with the riverside development next to it.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: That will certainly add to it. There is greater opportunity for the belltower to be used for 
functions. It is used quite a bit at the moment but perhaps greater use of it will be made by other government 
agencies or by the corporate sector.  

Mr P. ABETZ: The first dot point under �Significant Issues Impacting the Agency� on page 664 of the Budget 
Statements states � 

The prevailing economic conditions could impact on the patronage of cultural and artistic 
performances, events and work.  

What is the minister�s view on this and what have organisations been telling him about the impact of the global 
downturn on the arts?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: There is no doubt that this is a serious issue. Just about all arts organisations in the state 
depend on either sponsorship or corporate support in some way for their operations, productions, performances 
and so on. With the global financial situation that we have, there is a reduction in sponsorship coming through 
for 2010 for some of the performing arts companies. I do not think it would be appropriate to go into specific 
details but we have been seeking to assist performing arts companies to some extent so that they are not 
excessively impacted upon, and to try to carry them through. Maintaining corporate sponsorship at the level that 
it was in 2008 and 2009 through to 2010 is a challenge. Some very good work is being done in the corporate 
sector by organisations such as the Australia Business Arts Foundation, the chairman of which is Sam Walsh, 
head of Rio Tinto Iron Ore, who is doing a wonderful job in providing leadership in the corporate sector by 
supporting the arts in this state. I was at an event last night, as was the director general, which was jointly 
organised by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Perth Theatre Trust entitled �Commerce Meets 
Culture� to inform the corporate sector of the importance of arts activities in our community and to show some 
of what is being done in the arts sector. Quite a bit of work is being done by a number of people in that area. It is 
being monitored closely. We are seeking to provide some degree of modified arrangements. We do not have a 
bottomless pit of funds. Public funds need to be used very carefully.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: I put a number of questions on notice. I note that the minister�s colleague, Minister Porter, 
accepted that he would consider that those questions had been read into Hansard rather than us having to 
physically read them. Would the minister be similarly enlightened? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The minister needs to read out the questions he would like answered.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: The ruling under Minister Porter was that he would consider those submitted questions to have 
been read in.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: How does anybody reading Hansard know what the questions are if they are not formally read 
in? 

The CHAIRMAN: They were submitted prior to today. Is that not the case?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: They were but I ask the member to tell me what he wants answered precisely.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: There are seven or eight of them. I know that the minister�s very efficient department would 
have done the work, as Minister Porter�s had. Both ministers are on the top of their game.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I appreciate the compliment but flattery will not get the member anywhere.  

The CHAIRMAN: Precedents have been set on both sides during this estimates process.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: What is the chair suggesting?  

The CHAIRMAN: If the minister wishes, he can accept them and have them read in. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Accept them as having been read in.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: And incorporated in Hansard? 
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Mr J.N. HYDE: Yes. 

The CHAIRMAN: Alternatively, we can go through them.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: If that is the precedent.  

The CHAIRMAN: It goes both ways; it is up to the minister. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Would the member like any elaboration now? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I have one other question to ask.  

The CHAIRMAN: We accept the questions with some notice. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I refer to �Cost of Services� on page 672. How much of the expenses for this year and future 
years relate to the Indigenous Art Awards? A total of $1.1 million was announced in Labor�s Ignite package and 
$1.2 million for the Premier�s Australia-Asia Literary Award. Have any commitments to these awards been 
deleted and amended and will the government continue with both of these awards in future years?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It is expected that they will continue. Judging for the second Indigenous Art Awards is 
underway at the moment, and the awards will be announced at the Art Gallery of Western Australia in July. 
Funding of $1.1 million was allocated over four years. The main prize is $50 000, there is another prize of 
$10 000 and a people�s award prize of $5 000.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Can the minister guarantee that those awards will continue for at least four years as per the 
original commitment under Ignite?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I expect that it will continue. We obviously held the awards last year. It was underway before 
the election. We are doing it this year. We need to consider whether it would be more appropriate on a biennial 
basis. That will be discussed with the Art Gallery and the department. I am not saying that we will make the 
change.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Is that with double the money if it was to be biennial?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Not necessarily. We will do what is a rational, sensible thing to do in consultation with the arts 
community. I am not saying that the awards will be held on a two-yearly basis but it is something we will 
discuss. If the Art Gallery is keen to keep it as an annual event, it is much more likely that that will be the case. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: What about the literary award?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The total allocation for the Australia-Asia Literary Award was $1.2 million over four years. 
The first award was presented in November last year. There has been some debate and discussion, and criticism 
to some extent, that it has overtaken the WA Premier�s Book Awards. We are undertaking a review. I think a 
consultant has been appointed, not that we are in love with appointing consultants, but occasionally it is 
necessary, and that process is underway.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Who is criticising it?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I will not give names particularly but there has been a bit of correspondence. Some people in 
the literary sector consider that it is more appropriate for us to focus on Western Australian writers rather than 
the much wider ambit of the Australia-Asia Literary Award. I am sure the member will agree that in recent years 
the WA Premier�s Book Awards, which are important, have not been given the profile that they should have. All 
of that is under consideration and is being reviewed.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Could that money be cut?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: There is no intention of cutting it. We are looking at how it can best be used. I am not saying 
that there will necessarily be any change but it is important to ensure that there is a sensible use of taxpayers� 
funds and the literary community is supportive of the approach that we are taking. It has the opportunity to make 
an input into this review that is underway at the moment. When it is completed, we will make a decision about 
how best to do it in future years. Our expectation is that the major award will probably be presented in the early 
part of next year.  

[11.50 am] 

Mr A.P. JACOB: This question relates to my previous question. I refer to page 670, �New Works�, and the line 
item �New Museum and Perth Cultural Centre�Planning�. How does the minister plan to take advantage of the 
synergies between his planning portfolio and his culture and the arts portfolio to focus on key issues that are 
facing the City of Perth?  
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Mr J.H.D. DAY: I thank the member for the question. It is a wonderful combination of portfolios, I must say�
planning, and culture and the arts. When the Premier asked me to take on both those roles, he made the point that 
he saw a strong link between those two portfolios, in particular in relation to the Perth central business district. 
Now that the Northbridge Link project and the planned developments for the cultural centre are going ahead, 
there is a big opportunity to get a lot more positive activity in that area through the cultural centre and the public 
open spaces that will be created through the Northbridge Link project. It can only benefit the museum, the 
library and the art gallery if we can get more people into the cultural centre and get more activity and vitality and 
so on. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: If they are open! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: They will be open; there is no question about that. They will certainly be open, and they will 
be putting on, as they are now, wonderful exhibitions into the future, including better facilities in some cases. 
There is a really big opportunity to do some wonderful things in that area by combining the roles of the Western 
Australian Planning Commission and the East Perth Redevelopment Authority, and with input from the 
Department of Culture and the Arts. That will be overseen by the planning steering group that I referred to 
earlier, which will be chaired by the Chairman of the Western Australian Planning Commission, Garry Prattley, 
but will include the Department of Culture and the Arts, the Department for Planning and Infrastructure and the 
City of Perth, as I have said.  

Mr A.J. WADDELL: I refer to page 670, �Asset Investment Program.� There has been an allocation of 
$64.8 million to 30 June 2009 for the library book purchase program. In 2008-09 the estimated expenditure for 
that program is $7.7 million. The estimated expenditure for the library materials acquisition program is 
$7.9 million in 2009-10 and $8.1 million and $8.1 million moving forward to 2011-12. I assume that is for book 
acquisitions. Why is there a disparity between the amount of $64 million and that amount of nearly $8 million? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It is an estimated total cost, as the member can see. However, I am not sure over how many 
years that is.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Has $56 million worth of books been lost in the archives storage? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: Not likely! We will provide as supplementary information how the $64.876 million of 
estimated expenditure to 30 June 2009 for the library book purchase program has been determined.  

[Supplementary Information No B19.]  
Mr A.P. JACOB: I refer to page 665, �Outcomes and Key Effectiveness Indicators�, the third item, perceived 
value of culture and the arts, including the screen industry, to the Western Australian community. Can the 
minister expand on the Western Australian community�s support for the arts? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: As I mentioned earlier, there is significant support from the corporate sector for arts activities 
in Western Australia. But, just as significantly, there is a very strong attendance rate in the community at a range 
of different arts and cultural events, whether it be at specific venues or whether it be at various performances or 
through the use of libraries and so on. The value of the arts sector to the wider community is probably 
overlooked in a lot of cases. In a lot of cases, unfortunately, major sporting events tend to get a lot more 
publicity and promotion than arts activities. However, the reality is that attendance and involvement in arts 
activities in one way or another is at least as high as attendance and involvement in sporting activities. 
Obviously, both are important on a community-wide basis. I will give members a few figures from a survey that 
has been done. In the past 12 months, 47 per cent of people had visited a public library, 33 per cent had attended 
a popular music festival or concert, and 21 per cent had visited a museum, bearing in mind there is a range of 
museums throughout the state, ranging from the major Western Australian Museum to a range of community-
based museums and history villages around the state. That helps make the point that although the arts portfolio is 
not seen as having the highest profile of the government�s activities, it is very important to ensure that there is 
adequate government involvement and support for a range of different areas. It is also important from the 
community�s point of view to know that all these wonderful facilities are available. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I refer to page 663, the first item under �3% Efficiency Dividend��staffing and operational 
expenses. With a $2.018 million cut in 2009-10, increasing each year to a $2.315 million cut by 2012-13, how 
many jobs will be cut across the arts portfolio due to this $8.779 million wages cut? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The member has come out with a statement that there will be a 25 per cent reduction in jobs in 
the arts sector. That is because of his very selective extraction of information from the budget papers � 

Mr J.N. HYDE: That is projects. Projects are jobs! 
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Mr J.H.D. DAY: There will not be anything like a 25 per cent reduction in jobs in the arts sector. We have 
actually been working very hard to ensure that the grants that are in place will continue, and also that the support 
that is in place for a range of funded organisations will continue. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: But the money is not there! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: I can certainly say that, although the member may not see much of an increase in funding in 
some areas, the fact that funding is being maintained in a lot of cases is certainly not by accident; it has followed 
some persuasive arguments that have been put by me and the departmental officers during the budget preparation 
process. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Can the minister please explain that almost $9 million wages cut? How many jobs will be cut 
because of that? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: In what line is that on page 663? 

Mr J.N. HYDE: It is under �3% Efficiency Dividend�. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: That is $9 million over four years, so it is about $2 million. It is an operational issue as far as 
staffing is concerned, so I will ask Ms Lucas to deal with that question. 
Ms A. Lucas: The fact is that this is actually about the staffing and operational expenses within the portfolio of 
the Department of Culture and the Arts and institutions and how those costs will be met. This is not actually 
about arts jobs in the community or by funded organisations; this is actually a figure related to our structure and 
how we will fund that.  
Mr J.N. HYDE: But it has to be arts jobs�whether they are archives people taking things out to Dumbleyung 
Police Station, or real arts jobs. It is a $9 million cut. How many jobs will be cut? Someone must have done the 
maths.  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: Well, a lot of that will be achieved through attrition, I assume.  
Mr J.N. HYDE: Or death!  
Mr J.H.D. DAY: I will ask the chief financial officer to answer that.  
[12 noon] 
Mr T. Loiacono: It is actually related to support costs for some of the employees, and some of our overhead 
costs. It is not actually a reduction in staffing numbers.  

Mr J.N. HYDE: Cups of tea? 

Mr T. Loiacono: I do not have a breakdown of all the costs. 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Somebody, somewhere in the department must have worked out how the department could find 
exactly $8.779 million. It cannot be arrowroot biscuits and cups of tea; it must surely be itemised somewhere. 
Would the minister be able to provide that by way of supplementary information? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The member for Perth is seeking some further information about the line item �Staffing and 
Operational Expenses� on page 663, and how those figures have been arrived at. 

[Supplementary Information No B20.] 
The appropriation was recommended. 
 


